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A.EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City oDes Plaines is home tadaverse blendf people strong transportation networlof train

lines, major arterials, and access to interstate highwagmmercial districtendvibrantdowntown

center, quality housing stockomposed of mostly singamily homesjocal communitybased

institutionsand neighborhood schoolan array of open space amenitiasnd recreation centergnd

located in close proximitio key regional amenities and major employment centers duéh G KS h QI I NB
International Airport; buthere is room for further growth and impvement.

The Comprehensive Planning procesaducted a range of outreach strategies to engage different
sectors of the population, includg stakeholder interviews, focus groups, steering committee meetings,
a plan survey, and participation in locahmmunity events.The result of all these outreach efforts
culminated in a list of issues and opportunities used to identify the most prominent topics fheifity

of Des Plaines. Majoopic areas identified as crucial for the future of Des Plainedateiled below.

Chapterl. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMERAgGe 13)

Located in one of the strongest industrial markets in the country, Des Plaines stands to benefit from
strengthening connectiosto industry while integrating best practices for sustainable

development. Whilethe Cityhas undertaken several initiatives to expand economic development,
opportunities still exist to expand retagntertainment,and dining options in the Downtown ariitl key
vacancies in major corridarsuch as Oakton Street and ElImhurst Rosldreover, while opportunities

for largescale development in Des Plaines are limited, unincorporated areas to the south and west of
the City may hold significant potential fannexation and redevelopment.

Des Plaines benefits from a robust transportation network that provides easy access to the City of

/ KAOIF323 hQl NS LyidSNYy!I (Oppyuhites exigt tdkipaddncEcormpiét®  LJdzo £ A O
regional bikeways and improve pedestrian safety to make active transit safer and more accessible,

particulaty along regional truck routesOutreach revealed senior mobility to be a major therage

residents consistently expressed concewer limitedtransportation optionsavailable toan aging

population. Des Plaines stands to benefit from several major capital projects including the Pulse
5SYLIRGOGSNI[AYSE 9f3aAYy hQlIFNB 2SaiGSNy ! 00Saa tNraSoO

The Des Plaines housing market is stable as the community enjoys low vaasesand foreclosureas

well as a rebounding housing sales markdbweverthe communityfaces challengeto affordability as
nearly 35 percent of homeowners and 50 percehtenters are considered cosurdened.

Opportunities to diversify the housing stock to enhance livability for older persons and provide options
to attract younger families to the downtown has risen through several outreach activities.



Des Plaines a diverse community which has continually attracted immigrant and foreigm
NEAARSyGa aAyOS GKS SINIeé MptnQad ¢KS AYYAINI Yy
population as it contributes to tal workforce needdpcaleconomic growth, antb the social and

cultural fabric of the communityOpportunities exist to create and provide a community integration

plan for new and existing immigrant residente immigrant population has also contriéed to the

local economy througkhe establishment ofhriving small businesses. Bytter integrating immigrant

families and celebratingultural diversity Des Plaines will be primed for future growth and further
developmentas avibrant and diverse community.

The City of Des Plaines is susceptible to multiple types of flodelamts of Des Plaines experience

flooding when waters overflow the banks of the Des Plaines River and otkangrwithin the area.

This type of flooding is commonly referred to as riverine flooding. In axidiparts of the community
experience urban flooding, which occurs when rainfall overwhelms the capacity of the drainage systems.
While Des Plaines continsi¢o encounter flooding and its adverse effects, the community has taken
proactive action to reduce flooding damages and prepare for future events. The City has either
developed, conducted, or engaged with a number of plans and studies to address floodasgns.

Capital projects identified in numerous plans and studies have been completed and several more have
been identified for future work. Furthermore, Des Plaines works to control flooding by regulating
construction and development in floggkone area through municipal codes and ordinances. This
experience and commitment sets the stage for further improvements and ultimately a reduction in
flooding damages in the near future.

While five broad topi@areashave been identifieds key concerns in research and public engagement,
several other issues and opportunities arose as well. The following topics did not fit neatly into the five
major categories, but will be addressed in the forthcomitanp Addtional topics includehe

preservation and restoration dhe HistoricUnited Methodist Campgrounénd supportingthe Des
PlainesP NJ 5 A a i NR& O and Eapifaliinarove®éhtPidjedtst | y
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B. SUMMARY OF OUTREACH

The City of Des Plaines is one of the maxsally, ethnically, and incormdiversecommunities in the
northwest suburbs of Chicagtn order toprovide mechanisms for meaningful outreach that reach
different segments of the community, several approashese implemented for the existing conditions
phase of the plan. Strategies have thus far included interviewsjrgessmmittee meetingspcus
groups, surveys, an interactive website, public meetingssaalling feedback aommunity
events.Variousmaterials and online tds were provided in EnglisBpanishand Polisho attempt to
reachand engageas many residents as possible.

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee, comprised of residents, elected offi€litls staff, businesses, and

represenatives from local community organizatigies met twice since the beginning of thknning

process The first meeting, held November 216, consisted of reviewing the project scope and

timeline, laying2 dzi G KS { GSSNAYFR ZARBNIRFSQd AINRKS / A& Qa
opportunities.The second meeting, held June 6120consisted of reviewing the Communitypfile and
participatingin a visioning exercise where members described what an ideal Des Plaines woluikidlook

in 10 yearsThelist of membership and affiliations of the project Steering Commitiee listedbelow.

Members

Steven AndrewsCommunity Relations Representatj\Race

Andrea Biwer Executive Director, Des Plainéeamber ofCommerce

Johanna BygSenior Planner, City of Des Plaines

AldermanMike Charewicz8th Ward Des Plaines City Council

Richard FisherCivil Engineemetropolitan Water ReclamationDistrict of Greater Chicago
Colette HandsVP Continuing Education, Training and Workf@egelopmentOakton Community
College

Audrey Haugn, PrincipalMaine West High School

Ray ImigBoard Membey District 62

Michael McMahon Director of Community and Economic Development, City of Des Plaines
Don Miletic, Executive DirectoiDes PlainePark District

Lauren PrussEconomic Development Coordinatéormer), City of Des Plaines

Wharton Sirkler, Resident and Bike Activist

Holly SorensenDirector,Des Plaines Public Library

Jim SzaboChairmanDes Plaines &hning and Zoning Board

Cynthia VeremisVice President, SGSky Chefs

Heather Wahl,Owner,Wahl Jewelers
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Caption:Steering Committe membergarticipated in a mapping activity where they identifiagdsets and
challengs in the City of Des Plaines.

Stakeholder Interviews

Stekeholder interviews have includedeeting withlocal residents, business owners, elected offigials
municipal staffandlocal community organizations such as the Frisbie Senior Center, Shrine of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Maryville Acadentie Northwest Mungipal Conferenceand the Des Plaines Chamber

of Commerce9 I OK 2F GKS AYyGSNBASsa (I 0O01tSR RAFFSNBy
interest, expertise, or jurisdiction. However, common themes still emerged from the conversations:
addressingransportation challenges, improving the downtown, strengthentogimercial areas
(includingthe Oakton Street CorridpElmhurst Roadind5 Cornery stormwater managementand

access to the Des Plaines River and . TEMAP will continue tinterview additional pertinent

stakeholders as interest emerges and as\plecommendations are explored.
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Focus Groups

Downtown Business Focus Group

The Downtown Busine$ecusgroup was attended by business owners primarily located in
Metropolitan Square andlongMiner Street. The meeting consisted of reviewing thban Land
Institute (ULIDeveloper Panel recommendations aadidressing keyopics that were missingn that
list. Participants identified théop 3 issuedacingdowntown businesseas thebusiness mix (too many
of the same), the need for a retail plan to address competition in the surrounding suburbs, and
customer attraction (particularly from commutershdditional challengesisedincluded addressing
homelessness, the lack ohaghtlife, bad landscaping, beautification and litteripgrking, signage and
wayfinding, the need for tax incentives, and pedestrian safety.

Oakton Street Business Focus Group

The Oakton Street Businefesusgroup was attended by business owngremarily located on the
eastern end of the Oakton Street Corridor. The meeting consisted of reviewing the 2009 Stikteth
EImhurstRoadCorridor Studyndrevisingkey recommendationsParticipants felt the 2009 plan did
not adequately address thénallenges faced by business owners along Oakton Stkest.dallenges
raised includedinsufficientparking the flow of traffic, signage restrictions, and customer attraction.

EImhurst RoaBusiness Focus Group

EImhurst Road business owners, primdolyated between Oakton Street and Dempster Street,

discussed the unique situatighey face along the Elmhurst Corridar SG 6 SSy a2 dzy i t NB & LIS
52gyi26y (2 GKS y2NIK FyR GKS 9f3AY hQl I NB 2S5aiSN
opportunities toconnect to the growing amenities and strengthen their position with the addition of

signage, facadienprovementsJandscaping improvementsedevelopment, and a strong anchor tenant

Additional challenges raised included vacancies, barriers to storsgtighting, flooding, high tax

rates, and customer attraction.

Industrial AredBusiness Focus Group

Industrial Area business owners gathered at t18GSkyChefs office to shardeir thoughts involving
business growth, transportation, freight mawvent, and employmentParticipants shared a positive
working relationship with the City of Des Plaines, describing them as easy to work with and responsive
to permitting issues and capital need€hallenges included the arrangement and negative impdcts o
incompatible land uses, traffic congestion on Oakton Street and Touhy Avenue, striking a balance
between pedestrian safety and busy truck routes on Touhy Avenue, and the desire to employ more
residents in close proximity.

Maine West High School Sard Focus Group

The Maine West High School (MWHS) Studeciisgroup took place in a Civil Engineering and
Architecture class of twentfive. Students participated by taking a general plan survey to provide
feedback on transportation, economic development, and open space challenges in Des Plaines. Key
comments provided by students included the desire to see more fast food options, spartidg g

stores, and safer crosswalk§&udentsalsoengaged in a mapping activity where they identified key
transportation challenges around MWHd shared reommendations to improve pedestriaafety.



Caption:Students at Maine West High Schoolnt#ying transportation and pedestrian challenges along Oakton
Street and Wolf Road.
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Public Events

Taste of Des Plaines

The Taste of Des Plaines is a commuwitye festival located in Downtown Des Plaines. The fakitva
weekendlong familyfriendly event that features local cuisine, live entertainmearidfamily activities.
CMAP staff attended the event to distribute surveys and discuss topics of importance to the residents
and visitors in attendance. Suggestiagasmprove Des Plaingscluded additional retail and

restaurants downtownrecreational opportunities foboth, youth and older adultsincreased civic
programming enhanced bike routesandpedestrian safety

~ z Zz AN
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Public Open House

A public open house was held in the beginning of the summeetadeas andetter understand

community interests Several esidents and stakeholders iden¢ifl problem and opportunity areagnd

sharedideas for future improvements and developmenActivities included a visual preference survey

for downtown improvements, reviewing the past Comprebeh S t f I yQa 3I21 t a4 FyR A
transportation and natural resources challeng¢gsK S h LSy | 2dzaS I+t a2 FSI (dz2NBR
which youth shared their desire to se@re amenities in theity, including morebusinessesi.e. bike

shops) additionalstreet lightingin residential aregsrecreational amenitiefaser tagarcades paintball,

and movie theaterk food trucksmmore community festivalsife. carnivals)morerestaurants, and a

revamped Metropolitan Square
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Caption:Des Plainesesidents revisiting and revising recommendations of the 2007 Comprehensive plan at the
first Public Meetingat the Des Plaines Public Library
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Online Engagement
CMAP Project Webpage

I LINP2SOG LI 3IS F2NJ GKS LI Iy Aadce pray@rh (L BARweBpyge./The! t Q&

project page introduces the plaexplains the need for a new comprehensive plan, and details the
planning process, public engagement, and project partners.

MetroQuest

An interactive website was created in English and Shanigncourage residents and other community
stakeholders to provide their feedback on topics such as housing, commercial areas, transportation,
stormwater management, parks and open space, and community char&aper surveys weralso
providedand distributed through local organizationa.total, over 686 surveys were completed.

Respondentidentified and rated the following as the most important topics in the community:
economic development, stormwater managemeahd the downtown. The ostneeded improvements
includedmaintenance of neighborhood propertiegpaved roadssafe pedestrian crossings at major
intersections, alleviated traffic, safe places for youth/teens to gatheeed for continuous sidewalks
and improving public safety.

variety grocery

traffic : Prospect eat
retail

places home  theater "@" Stores

Square shopping areas music access
parking PR o, Ninerfme - movie
small yigs theatre StOres ho_usn'”gtown
DU”d Betteraﬁordab'e bar “PEEY Market
shops L Metro OUMdOOr  “oony  ings

Starbucks businesses clothing Joe's = open
work DP residents walk street business property

coffee

food I I I live upscale
train  river il Ore optioﬁs good

AL movies bars dinin
restaurantactivities poa4  Metra 9 buildings

nice P rk condos big bike
love Heights new friendly

s ragtaurants..,

Arli L:I;?Tltg;nlty Metr opolitan place hardware
baker
City Trader PlalﬂeS people /
entertainment d t
DeS Oakton quality Own Own
Caption:The most popular words used to describe what residents would like to see in Downtown Des WR&ines
the MetroQuest survey
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C.ISSUES ANDPPORTUNITIES

Caption:Apache Park in Des Plaines, IL.
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1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Opportunity Business Attraction

Community outreach has underscored a desire for expanded retail and dining options in Downtown Des
Plaines. Similarly, stakeholders have highlighted vacancies along the Oakton Street aodidor
competition along EImhurst Road signficant economic development isssi® address. A retail gap
analysis was used to estimate support for new retail development in Des Plathgsanticular focus on
these threeareas.

Retail supply and demand data were analyzedtfer following threemarket area:

91 Downtown Des PlainesThe area within d&0-minute drive of the intersection dfliner Street
and Lee Street.

1 Oakton Street CorridarThe area within d0-minute drive of the intersection dDakton Street
and Mannheim Road.

9 Elmhurst Road Corrigt: The area within a Xfhinute drive of the intersection of EImhurst Road
and Millers Road (the center location between two retail areas on EImhurst Road).

For the threeareas, KS NBGF Af I LI FylFfeaira O2YLI NBa (GKS &l f Sz
O2yadzYSNE &LISYR 0aRSYIFIYRéUVD G2 RSUSNXYAYS (G4KS | Y2dzy
various retail categories.

1 Retail LeakageWhen consumers spend more in a given retail category than what businesses
earn (demand > supply) in the market arét means that consumers are spending dollars
outside oftheareaTK A 4 A &4 NBFSNNBR (G2 a aftSIF{F3ST¢ |yR
accompanying table. Retail categories experiencing leakage represent potential opportunities
for growth, as local demanidr these goods and services already exists, but is unmet by existing
retail supply.

1 Surplus.Conversely, when businesses earn more than consumers spend (supply > demand) in a
market area, the market is saturated with customers from both within and oetsid areaThis
Ad NBFSNNBR (2 Fa F GadNL1X dzazé YR Aa RSLIAOGSR
challengingor new retail development to succeed in a retail category experiencing a surplus.

9 Potential. Potential for retail development is calated by dividing unmet retail demand by
salesper-squarefoot. This yields an estimate of additional retail square feat could
potentiallybe supported within the market area. For the purposes of this analysis, it is assumed
that retailers average4P0 per-squarefoot in sales annually. Retail potential within a given
retail category is significantiifis larger than the typical store size in that category.

It should be noted that these thremarket areas overlap, so any retail development withine area
would likely impact the ability to attract new retail Bmother area

13



Tablel.1 Retail Gap Analysis Summary -tiiinute Drive Time Market Areas, 2017

Summary Demographics

Downtown Oakton & Mannheim Elmhurst & Millers
10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive
Population 188,058 140,352 136,337
Households 71,760 53,624 53,278
Median Disposable Income $52,485 $52,026 $52,103
Per Capita Income $35,973 $35,643 $35,816
Retail Gap by Market Area
Downtown Oakton & Mannheim Elmhurst & Millers
10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive
Total Retail Trade and Food & Drink ($152.8) ($3310) ($583.9)
Total Retail Trade ($114.7 ($158.7) ($520.6)
Total Food & Drink ($38.7) ($172.3) ($63.4)
Retail Gap by Industry Group
Downtown Oakton & Mannheim Elmhurst & Millers
10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive 10-minute Drive
Retail Potential Retail Potential Retail Potential
Gap * Gap * Gap *
($M) (sf) ($M) (sf) ($M) (sf)
Retail Gap by Industry Group
Motor Vehicle & Parts Dealers $79.6 N/ A $49.9 N/ A $1719 N/ A
Furniture & Home Furnishings Stores $13 3,355 ($3.3) (8,327) ($28.9) (72,253)
Hectronics & Appliance Stores ($185.1) (462,862) ($55.) (137,698) ($40.6) (351513)
Bldg Materials, Garden Equip. & Supply Stores $419 104,684 $114 28,390 ($48.2) (120,376)
Food & Beverage Stores $23.1 57,760 ($713) (178,358)  ($139.7) (349,182)
Health & Personal Care Stores ($36.2) (90,399) ($62.0) (155,077) ($38.6) (96,598)
Gasoline Stations $98.4 N/ A $48.1 N/ A $18.3 N/ A
Clothing & Clothing Accessories Stores $30.8 76,956 ($48.0) (120,079) $10.4 26,014
Sporting Goods, Hobby, Book, & Music Stores $26.3 65,823 $17.7 44,41 ($3.4) (8,420)
General Merchandise Stores ($1012) (252,977) $140.5 351155 ($143.9) (359,647)
Miscellaneous Store Retailers ($57.6) (143,886) ($87.7) (219,358) ($75.7) (189,47
Nonstore Retailers ($35.5) N/ A ($98.6) N/A  ($102.3) N/ A
Food Services & Drinking Places ($38.7)  (96,668) ($172.3) (430,787) ($63.4) (158,408)
*Potential based on an average annual sales per-square-foot of $400.

Source: ESR Business Analyst; CMAP 20 17

*Potential based on an average annual sales
per-square-foot of $400. Not applicable (N/A) to
nonstore retailers retailers that utilize outdoor
space for sales.

Retail Leakage. GREEN values represent retail
categories where current consumer demand
exceeds existing retail supply. This is referred to
as Al eakage, 0 and may
growth opportunities for goods and services in
that retail category.

Surplus. RED values represent retail categories
where businesses supply more good and
services than consumers spend in that category.
This is referred to as
represent a challenge to new retailers seeking to
expand in the given market area.

14



Oakton StreeCorridorMarket Area

The Oakton Street corridor faces competition from shopping disticsdl directions, including The

Fashion Outlets of Chicago in Rosem&andhurst Village in Mount Prospect, Woodfield Mall in
Schaumburg, and Westfield Old Orchard in Skdkighin a 18minute drive of the corridgrretail sales
exceed local demand by motiean $331 million. The l@ninute drive time contains approximately

140,000 people in 54,000 households with a median disposable incd®$&3,600. Retail potential

(where household demand exceeds retail supply) is limited to a few categories witengral
Merchandiseproviding significant unmet demand to potentially gt a traditional retail storefront

along Oakton Street. Countering this opportunity is a surplus of retail sales in other categories that may
offsetthe ability of the corridor to attract larger format general merchandise retailers.

DowntownDes PlaiesMarket Area

While Downtown Des Plaines also faces competition from surrounding areas, the downtown is farther
removed from the impacts of retailers in Rosemont and Schaumburg. Furthermore, the downtown

shopping environment is unique from that of neamnpre autcoriented retail areas along Rambad

GolfRoad and DempsteStreet While overall retail supply within a 4fiinute drive of the downtown
SEOSSR& RSYIFYR 6@ | LIINREAYIFIGStE& Pmpo YAfftAZzYy 0602Y
million), the dwntown context fosters potential for smaller boutique retailers. Several retail categories,
includingFood and BeverageClothing & Clothing Accessories Storaad Sporting Goods, Hobby,

Book, & Music Storeslemonstrate unmet demand potentially capaloiesupporting new retail

locations(where retail potential is at least as large as a typical retail store in that category).

EImhurst Road Corridor Market Area

Retail development within Des Plaines alding EImhurst Road corridor faces competition from

shopping centers located in nearby municipalities. ThariBute drive time contains approximately

136,000 people in 53,000 households with a median disposable income of $5Bt#06.is only
demonstrable etail potentialin the Clothing & Clothing Accesdes Storecategory. The overall retail

supply exceeds market area demand by $584 million indicating strong competition within and outside of
Des Plaines, the most notable of which being the Randhurst Village (formerly known as Randhurst Mall)
area whichis at the edge of the Hhinute drive. Repositioning existing retail space to attract higher
guality tenants, and minimizing the addition of new development that adds to competition, may be the
best strategy within this environment.

15



Issue: DowntowiDes Plaines

ULI Development Panel

To solicit guidance on improving their downtown, the City applied for and was selected to receive

assistance fromthey SAA 2 y I £ ¢ NI y & LIRTHICOmMmAratyPlahnadgrdgranid coridl e

a DeveloperDiscussiorPanelon December 6, 201@ he panelists were led on a tour of various sites in

the downtown area. From their observations, panelists devised a prioritized list of recommendations

OKIG GKSe 0StASOSR ¢2dA R A YLNE O Keyldakedwags@®INI £ £ OA 0}
recommendations from the panel included:

assessg current parking usage and reevalugg parking regulations
reconfiguing Metropolitan Square roadways to clearly direct traffic to businesses and provide
more flexible civic space
continuing to support fagade improvements throughout the downtown
renovaingthe Des Plaines Theater to serve as an activity generator
attracting more restaurants to the Downtowrand;
improving connectivity including
0 intersection enhancements for pedeins,
0 astronger Des Plaines River Trail connection, and
0 installation of wayfinding/gateway signage

= =4

=A =4 =4 =9

Many of the observations made by the Developer Panel were also noted by the Comprehensive Plan

LINE 2SO0 GSIY LINR2NI G2 3t As gukhyseveral Ov@rggping alieds ofi KS LI y S
discussion are highlighted in this Existing Conditions Repaiditionally, a Downtown Business Owner

C20dza DNRdzL) ¢l a O2yRdzOGSR G2 3IFGKSNJI FSSRolk Ol 2y i
to solicit addiional ideas. Concerns around business mix, business incentives, customer attraction,

safety, design, and beautification were incorporated.

Downtown Parking Circulation

As in many communities, parking was often mentioned as a primary transportatmecofor Des

Plaines, especially in its downtown arearlng influences the character, form, function and flow of our
communitesL & A& ySOSaalNE (G2 &dzZJR2 NI | Owdakvgaid i & Qa f 2 (
bicycling unpleasant and unsagejd to stormwaterand pollution problems, anchakehousing more
expensiveCirculation within the downtown was identified as a potential issue by the IDpge Panel.

The extensive usef @ne-way couplets was indicated to be intimidating to drivers &mcally viewed

negatively by retailers.

{GF1SK2f RSNE AYOUSNBASGSR | a LINIL 2F ddKAa LXIFyQa a
availability of parking in the downtown area. Some believe that the area does not offer enough parking

spaces needed by residents and workers conducting everyday business, and especially for potential
customerswhom the City wants to attract to patronize local restaurants and stores. Some are

concerned about the construction of new, highsnsity condominiunand apartment housing the

main building blocks of successful trarmitented development without the construction of new

structured parking. Others believe that enough parking exists in the downtown area and contend that

Des Plaines needs to better undeand and manage its existing parking spaces, frequently pointing to
often-vacant lots operating under lorgfanding leases.

16



While a parking study for the downtown was completed in 2007, stakeholders view it as a dated report
0KF G OF y Oréliably flandaé cBrient pazking needs. The 2016 Developer Panel echoed this
sentiment and recommended an updated study be performed in conjunction with an assessment of

existing parking lot leases and usage of parking spaces in nearbyfamilti complees. Such a study

could be used to identify areas in need of additional parking as well as areas where wayfinding and

other strategies can be used to make better use of existing spaces. Some stakeholders have also stated
that the evaluation of multfamily parking usage could be used to support changes in the parking ratios
NBIljdzZA NBR Ay GKS /AGeQa T 2yAy3 2NRAyhulyféddlyahd/ R YI { S
mixeduse development.

Metropolitan Square

Opened in 2006, Metropolitan Square is test significant new development in Downtown Des
Plaines with over 121,000 square feet of commercial space and 135 condominiums. The project
struggled in its early years amehs soldhrough foreclosure in 2012. b effort to ensure the

RS @St 2 LIYchsg, iihe @itgamdiSsionedh study to identify strategies for enhancing the eity
owned streets and plaza at the center of the development as well as strategies for improving visibility
and access from Miner Street. The study resulted in two proposed ptsiaane in which the current
street/plaza configuration is maintained and improved with amenities such as decorative lighting an
water features andinotherin which a traditional fouway intersection replaces the circular drive and
the plaza is expanded@ince the completion of the study in tepringof 2016, there does not appear to
be an agreement on hoyer if, to proceed with recommended improvements. Moving forward, the
Comprehensive Plan process can be used to further discussion of repositiabiiggreas within the
Metropolitan Square to foster continued success of the development.

I e ROP = a
| l J METROPOLITAN 5qu,. -
]

A.‘! 7‘%} 1= f‘ v

Caption:Metropolitan Square entrance on Miner Street in Downtown Des Plaines.
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Des Plaines Theatre

As noted in the 2016 Developer Discussion Panel Summary, thelBiees Theatre has the potential to

be a significant activity generator for the downtown area. While some community stakeholders have
indicated redevelopment of the site may have a bigger impact than renovation of the existing structure,
the outreachprocess highlighted agreement that the large and centrally located Des Plaines Theatre site
has the potential to serve as a catalyst for other reinvestment in the downtown. The City recently
approved a nonbinding memorandum of understanding to partner witlei® Casino in the purchase

and renovation of the building. Under the agreement, Rivers Casino would donate up to $2 million in
matching funds and the City would then own the property and be responsible for funding remaining
project costs.

Additional ouNB I OK a LI NI 2F GKS LI IFyyAy3d LINRPpOSaa OlFy o
for the Theatre and surrounding areas and ensure that plan recommendations for elsewhere in the
Downtown complement the potential future Des Plaines Theatre project.

Issue: Oakton Street Corridor

Oakton Street carries more than 20,000 vehicles per day and is an importasweststorridor in Des
Plaines along with Dempster Street/U.S. Highway 14 and Touhy Avenue. Oakton Street functions as a
commercial and industriaorridor as it passes through Des Plaines, providing access to Interstates 90
and 294, as well as job centers in Des Plaines, Elk Grove, and Niles. Vacancies, an unattractive
appearance, and limited redevelopment potential have been cited as signifgsargs during the

outreach process.

Oakton Street/Elmhgt Road Corridor Study (2009)
A previous study, the Oakton Street/EImhurst Road Corridor Study (200@)ed the corridor into
three separate activity areas including the:

9 Oakton Industrial District: EImhurst Road to Wolf Road:;
9 Oakton Retail District: Wolf Road to timnadian National Railroaaind
9 Oakton MixedUse Digtict: CN Railroad to River Road

The goal of the study was to enhance the public realm, character andlbappearance of the corridor,

as well as entry points into the City and redevelopment strategies of obsolete properties. Many of the

issues sought to be addressed by the study persist today and the study will be thoroughly reviewed to

identify strategies that should be carried forward into the new Comprehensive Plan. Given that the

previous Oakton Street corridor planning process began at the beginning of the recession of the late
HNNnQ&as Al 6Aff 068 ySO8aal NBE (rent make Biiente®RHNI NBEO2 YY
changes in the retaénvironment.
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East Oakton Street Corridor

Redevelopment Potential

The small size of commercial parcels (as small as 3,000 sq. ft.) along east Oaktoarsirhet related
issue of shallow lot depth (125 to 200 flinitsthe potential for largescale redevelopment. The
proximity to residential parcels to the north and south of the corridor also limit redevelopment
potential. While incremental changes cha made to shift the character of the corridor over time, more
intense public improvements or parcel acquisition and consolidation could have more of an impact.
Additional outreach during the planning process is needed to identify what level of interaehto
community desires to encourage redevelopment along east Oakton Street.

Business Mix

The eastrn portion of theOakton Streetorridor is home to a wide variety of businesses as well as a
mix of singlefamily and multifamily homes. Oakton Street hasmerous restaurants, convenience

stores, and neighborhoaderving businesses, such as salons, daycares and drycleaners. In addition,
several of the retail properties consist of storefronts attached to heavy commercial businesses such as
contractors, autaepair shops, and service related business. These properties also have loading docks
and drivein doors that provide for larger commercial vehicles.

Input received to date indicates that the Comprehensive Plan will ultimately need to identify strategies
that accommodatea variety ofbusiness needs whikeddressing traffic flow and circulation, parking
needs, customer attraction, arfgtomoting a more pedestriafriendly environment for the patrons of

the neighborhood serving retail and services.

Officeand Retail Vacancy

Despite community input to the contrary, retail inventory data indicateat the eastern portion of the
Oakton Street has a healthy proportion of vacant space. According to Ca&tading commeial real

estate data providerthere ae 349,000 square feet of retail and office space along the eastern portion

of Oakton Street. Outreach comments highlighted a perception that the east Oakton Street area suffers
from high vacancyhoweverthe vacant 25,000 square foot American Societyadéty Engineers (ASSE)
building is likely a large contributor to that perception. Excluding the ASSE building, total retail and office
vacancy is at approximately 22,000 square feet (or 6.8 percent) and is similar to vacancy experienced in
0 KS hRethillONid& Submarket (6 percent). While strategies may be needed to enhance the quality

of businesses and tenants over time, eastern Oakton Street funci®as active commercial corridor.

Caption:The Oakton Street Corridor is home to a mix of smalllbusinesses and scattered sinfgenily housing.
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Central Oakton Street Retail Area

Business Mix

The intersection of Oakton Street and Lee Street has combined traffic counts of over 42,000 vehicles

(Figure 2.1pn an average day making it an attractive retail area in Des Plaines. While the area lacks any

large regional retail tenants, th&rOSy i 2 LISY A y 3 s Market-and{the geding dhenidyd® NJ
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strength as a local retail destination. As a community serving retail area, central Oakton Street is likely to

60S Y2ad FG(BRPOEARBILE2t BNARIzYy RSN pnZnnn &ljdza NE FSS

Redevelopment Potential

According toCoStar, there aré05,984square feet of space in the central Oakton Street retail area.
Following the anticipated openirgf the Butera Market in the winter of 201&ere will be76,665

square feet of available space representing a vacancy rate op&@cgnt. While filling existing retail

space should be encouraged, repositioning aging retail properties should also be considered.
Furthermore, over the long term, there are several underutilized parking lots and vacant sites that could
accommodate commeial redevelopment.

West Oakton Industrial Corridor

al ye 27 ( KsBindughalibighassels ardli@4&ted along the western portion of the Oakton
Street Corridor and north along the Mt. Prospect Road Corrisloch as Motor Coach Industries, UOP
Honeywell,andInternational PaperOpportunities for expansion of this area are limited with existing
residential development and regional stormwater infrastructure present on all sides. Future investment
in the area will likely be focused on redevelopimgl anaximizing the value of underutilized sites within
the area. For example, a pharmaceuticainpany, Vetter Pharma, recently closedtba purchase o&
17-acre property in the area with the intent to redevelop the site into ariftion squarefoot complex.
Moving forward, the Comprehensive Plan can be used to identify opportunity sites for industrial
expansionn and aroundvestern Oakton Street. In addition to attracting new businesses, the planning
process can also be used to evaluate what public@vegments can be made to enhance the district
and services providkto existing industrial users.

Issue: ElImhurst Road Corridor

In addition to three planning districts along Oakton Street, the 2009 Oakton Street/ElImhurst Road
Corridor Study included an EImhurst Road District. As noted in the study, much of the development
along the commercial portion of EImhurst Road was builh@é1970s and 1980s. Retail centers are
auto-oriented, catering to the needs of the 22,000 to 30,000 motorists that travel the corridor on an
average day. While it is understandable that businesses would predominantly rely on vehicular traffic,
the deep setbacks of structures along the roadways also provide opportunities to enhance the corridor
for pedestrian and bicycle circulation.

Input from local business owners along Elmhurst Road underscored a need for a long term vision for the
corridor including codlination with MountProspect andhe lllinois Department of Transportation
(IDO7 regarding infrastructure improvements and economic development efforts. Business owners also
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identified a general need to attract development that will increase activitpgthe corridor, citing
examples such as regiorsdale recreation facilities, hotels, restaurants, and entertainment such as a
movie theater. Mixeelise development was seen as a positive contribution to the corridor if
development regulations could be mifidd to allow for more intense development by right. The
Comprehensive Plan process could be used to reevaluate the 2009 study recommendations regarding
site development standards (i.e. parking and landscaping) and publieofigédy improvements to

better reflect on the image of the Des Plaines community. The Plan will also identify opportunities for
the City ofDes Plaines to partner with MouRtrospect in facilitating mutually beneficial economic
development along the corridor.

Issue: Five Corners

With a mix of salvage yardgght industrial,auto repair shops, and mobile home parks, the area
AdzZNNR dzy RAy3a GKS AYyUSNESOGAZ2Y 2F wlkyR w2lIR YR wWAQ
as an area in need of economic development assistance.

Previous efforts to enhance the Five Corners area included the adoption of a TIF District and a master
plan for the area. In 2014, after eight years and a decrease in property values, the City dissolved the 70
acre Five Corners Tistrict. Challenges fdcting the area inclde environmental contaminatigrzoning
classification and restrictionand problematic traffic circulation. The ability to redevelop the area is also
hampered by the number of small parcels and diverse ownership that make lot caisniiand larger

scale improvements difficult. The master plan undertaken as part of estail the Fiver Corners TIF
shouldbe reevaluated as part of the planning process. In additionlevgdame in the community have
expressed a desire to see the areaeveloped strategies to assist existing businesses and property
owners to enhance the distrigthould also be encouraged.

Opportunity: Industrial Development

Input from industrial business owners and representatives gave high regard to the Citgfforiisto

help facilitate development and expansion of industrial businesses. Working with the City was described

Fa aF oNBIFGK 2F FNBaK FANE O2YLI NBR G2 a2YS ySINbD
higher taxes associated with its locatiaithin Cook County anchodest challengesoordinating with

other jurisdictionssuch as IDQRegarding workforce development, some businesses indicated that it

was difficult to tap into the local workforce when filling open positions and that many emgdogeme

from elsewhere in the region. Moving forward, industrial users highlighted a need to maintain

boundaries between industrial areas and residential development to minimize conflicts with residents

and ensure long term viability of businesses.
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Industrial Job Base

¢CKS /AGe 2F 5Sa tflAySa Kra AS@OSNIf AYLRNIFIYGd AYyR
Subregion.According to the Local Employment Household Dynamics (LEHD), more than 30 percent
boodnv 2F 5S& trjobsAryib iaddsirial saNthre) frafisportatih@rid 2varehousing,
manufacturing, and wholesale trade. Since 2002, manufacturing and wholesale trade jobs declined by

43.4 percent and 19.3 percent respectively. Simultaneously, the transportation and wanedpcestor

increased by 78.1 percent.

These trends in industrial sectors are not unique to Des Plaines. Many areas of the Chicago region and

the nation have seen similar decreases in manufacturing and increases in transportation and

warehousing employmenManufacturing efficiencies and the outsourcing of logistics functions has led

G2 I aAaA3IYyATFTAOLYd NBIE SadlrasS FyR 62Nl F2NOS akKATFao
theh Q1 | NB { dzo NBEnufacuting DriD¥dnREpkrand theChicago Region Supply Chain

Trends and Trading Partners Repdrénds in industrial real estate have shifted tand large

distribution facilities in logistics parks.

Industrial Real Estate

Despite employment declines among some industrial uses, Des Plaines is located in one of the strongest
industrial real estate markets in thdidwest In the second quarter of 20iF KS h Q1 I NB L y Rdza i N.
Submarket maintained close to a record vacancy rate of only 3.8 percent while offering the largest
inventory (139.4 million square feet) and fourth highest average asking rent ($5.59 per square foot) in

the region.According to CoStaat the end of the second quarter 2017 theweere 16,995,615 square

feet of industrial pace in the City of Des Plaing&h a vacancy rate of 4.0 percenthis rate iglown

from a recession peak of 10.8 percent in the fourth quarter of 28donparv 0 K G KS h Ql I NB
Industrial Submarket. This strong demand may lead to increased pressure to redeveloptilindd

industrial properties which magrovide the opportunity to integrate best practices such as stormwater
management and other rigktf-way improzements alongside future industrial businesses.

hQl F NS LYGSNYlFGA2yFE !ANLIEZNG tflya yR 9ELI YA
LYLINR@SYSyiGa LINRPLRASR YR dzyRSNBIe& |G hQlIINB LydsS
consideration includingthe Q1 | NB5 a2 RS NJ/ and addet fyhinal éapagitiproposed in the
hQI I NBE HM ¢SNNAYLFE ! NBF tfly

Impacts to Infrastructure

Severe weather events and the associated climaglated impacts pose significant risk to the

AYFNI a0GNUHz2OGdzNE 2F (GKS DNBFGSNI hQl I NB FTNBAIKGK Y ydz
attractive place to locate. Extreme=at and drought can lead to the buckling of rail and pavement.

Heavier precipitation can increase ruts, scouring and deterioration of pavement (including runways).
Transportation networks can experience power outages from severe storms, which can caoise maj

delays to land and air freight routes as well as employee commutes. Air freight, in particular, may also

face cargo restrictions and flight cancellations during periods of extreme heat.

22


http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/27283/2014-5-12-O-Hare-Subregional-Freight-Manufacturin-+Drill-Down-report.pdf/231356b3-2edc-40ac-b1bb-7ee9cab04c0d
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/499125/FY16-0033%20SUPPLY%20CHAIN%20REPORT.pdf/98e3b08c-023a-493a-940a-a800ef430784
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/499125/FY16-0033%20SUPPLY%20CHAIN%20REPORT.pdf/98e3b08c-023a-493a-940a-a800ef430784
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_development/omp/planning/CDR/Media/Section3.pdf
http://app.flychicago.com/contractoropenhouse/PDF/presentation_2016Final.pdf
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approximately 1.6 milliotons of freight worth over $170 billion each yestIn addition to access to the

largest cargo airport in the Midwest, the&t G4 SNJ h Q1 I NB FNBAIAKGK Y ydzF I OG dzNJF
high density of truck routes, many of which travel through the City of Des Plaines. Similarly, the most
heavily used rail ithe cluster the Canadian National ($iNruns through the City as well.

Infrastructure supporting the cluster is already experiencing these impacts. As transportation

improvements are made within the cityy R h, @hé ¢itiNsBould considesupporting the updating of
transportation infrastructure design standards that use recaliedd thresholds of heat, freezaw

cycles, and buckling from changing temperature and precipitation pattétihie municipal level, there

are also opportunities to budget accordingly for greater infrastructure expenses in support of the major
transpottation networks upon whiclthe City ofDes Plaines depends.

Opportunity: Annexation

Stakeholder input has identified annexations as a potential mechanism for economic development.
Adjacent unincorporated areas that could potentially be annexed by thea@itlargely buikout. This
typically means that such areas would require taxes on existing uses to offset the cost of providing
adequate services and infrastructure, or redevelopment to increase property values.

Given existing conditions and market cext, the unincorporated areas to the south and west of the

City may hold the most significant potential for redevelopment. These areas are home to a mix of light
industrial uses, singlamily homes, and mobile home communities. The Comprehensive Plagsgroc
could be used to weigh the costs and benefits of annexation and opportunities for employoraised
development as appropriate.

CMAP is also currently engaged in a project to assist Cook County in evaluating the costs and benefits of
annexation of umcorporated within Maine and Northfield Townships and strategies for improving
infrastructure and services. The study area includes the large unincorporated area located on the
northeastern edge of Des Plaines where large rfattiily complexes are the pgeminant land use.

Where possible, the preliminary results of that study can also be used to inform discussion of

annexation within the Des Plaines Comprehensive Plan.

Ih QI | NB  5Shisg/fndw.ci@pdlliyiois.gov/documents/10180/27283/2018-12-O-Hare Subregional
Feight-Manufacturin+DriltDownreport.pdf/231356b32edc40acblbb-7ee9cab04c0d

2CSRSNJ ¢ ' @A GA2Y | RYAY A FUNIHIZA 2! yAANII2 NNIBA SASY Ay MBS /| HNMC
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/passenger/media/prelimmdr§
cargecairports.pdf
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http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/27283/2014-5-12-O-Hare-Subregional-Freight-Manufacturin-+Drill-Down-report.pdf/231356b3-2edc-40ac-b1bb-7ee9cab04c0d
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/27283/2014-5-12-O-Hare-Subregional-Freight-Manufacturin-+Drill-Down-report.pdf/231356b3-2edc-40ac-b1bb-7ee9cab04c0d
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/passenger/media/preliminary-cy16-cargo-airports.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/passenger/media/preliminary-cy16-cargo-airports.pdf

The City of Des Plaines tastrong transportation network anid located 20 miles northwest from the

/| KAOF32 [22L) @Al LYGSNRGFIGS don olFlyR O02yySOiGAyYy3 L
International Airport, with the added benefit of having its industrial area adjacent to the airport,

facilitating easy trasport between the two. Several transit routes intersect the City, with two Metra

stations located in Downtown Des Plaines and at Northwest Highway and Wolf Road. While the CTA Rail

G[ ¢ {2alGSY R2Sa y2i adG2L) Ay 58S atiortidaccksgiBevim Patek S y S| N.
bus routes 230 and 606. The City of Des Plaines is also supportive of bike accessibility, with examples

such as the Des Plaines River Trail which passes through the downtown next to the Des Plaines Metra

Station the site of conergence for several Pace bus routes offering access to nearby communities such

as Niles, Park Ridge, and Skokie.

Most of the transportation challenges in Des Plaines are site specific, occurring at locations often along
IDOTcontrolled arterials. Th€ity is already busy addressing many of these, through engineering

studies or infrastructure improvements. Some examples include pedestrian access along the Northwest
| AAKgO&@NBE>¢ GKS G NI Pk RdbadOnill NaddstBaniking of RBRoad and RikeR K
Road, a needed traffic signal at the increasingly busy Lee Street and Mannheim Road intersection, and
stormwaterrelated issues on River Road.

Beyond site specific concerns, an overarching theme from outreach efforts has been senidymob
Residentdave raised concerrthat Des Plaines does not offer ayflete transit options for an digg
population. These and other important challenges will be included in the plan.

Issue: Touhy Avenue

Pedestrian safety along Touhy Avenue vdestified as one of the most significant transportation
challenges within Des Plaines, particularly west of Mannheim Road. It is an exceptionally busy street
with high average daily traffic counts: 28,30@7,700 automobiles per day, and 4,956,100 havy
commercial vehicles é. trucks) per day (see Figure 2.1

City staff and other stakeholders highlighted two locations along Touhy Avenue where pedestrians often
cross the street despite the lack of a safe crossing. The first, locaMdratheim Rad, is where

employees of businesses located in the northeast quadrant of the intersection often cross many lanes of
traffic to the southwest quadrant, whictsiadjacent toseveral restaurants and a Target. The other is
locatedjust west of Interstate 90where many LSG Sky Chefs employees regularly cross the six lanes of
fastmoving traffic without a pedestrian crossing. Sky Chefs employs a large number of workers who
depend on public transit for their commute, and often hastily cross the dangerousewters at night

to catch the Pace bus. Figure Ashich indicates pedestrian crashes between 2010 and 2014, provides
some illustration of the dangers along Touhy Avenue, particularly at the Mannheim Road intersection.
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Figure 2.1 Average Ddy Traffic Count, Automobiles and Truck2016
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Figure 2.2Pedestrian Crashes, 2022014
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Opportunity: Bike and Pedestrian Network

As indicated earlier, the active transportation network (i.e. bicycles and pedestrians) in Des Plaines
possesses many strengths, bille most communities in our region, it is incomplete. In addition to the

/I AGeQa SEGSyaradsS aaARSslt] ySisg2N] -ankKdftsiree0D2 GSNB Y2 a
bikeways, with orstreet facilities that serve predominatehgsidential neighborhods south of the

downtown. In addition, marked ostreet bike routes link residential areas to the Des Plaines Metra

Station, with some wayfinding signage (guiding bikerthéoDowntown,Des Plaines Public Library, and

City Hall) along a couple of nortbuth routes. By contrast, the Cumberland Metra Station is not served

by bicycle failities, which limits access.

Connections to Parks, Open Space, and Schools

Onstreet bike routes connect many local parks and some schools. Larger parks, including Lake Park,
Friendship Park and Prairie Lakes Recreational Center, haveusrjlbffstreet paths, which are

popular for various recreational activities like bikingler-blading, running and strolling. The High Ridge
Knolls Trail is a popular edfreet walking and biking trail that stretches eagtst through the western
section of the City, but the condition of trail surface is poor in some locations, and g@tdioth

EImhurst Road and Mount Prospect Road can be difficult. The High Ridge Knolls Trail is part of the larger
Howard/Sibley Regional Corridor (identified in the 2010 Northwest Municipal Conference Bicycle Plan),
which could potentially connect thetiof Evanston with the Ned Brown Preserve (also known as Busse
Woods), located between Elk Grove Village and the Village of Schaumburg. Additionally, stakeholders
shared that they need to drive to enjoy Big Bend Lake, the various picnic spots alongetste F

Preserve, and trailheads.

With the assistance of the Active Transportation Alliance, the City of Des Plaines prepa&d/an
Transportation Plain 2011. Thelan recommended the City partner with School Districts 59 and 26 to
begin developing school travels plans, and as a result, Central Elementary School was selected for a
G{F¥S w2dziSa G2 {OK22fé¢ LAf20 LINRB2SOUO®

Currently there is a planned side path aloradl&d Road, which would allow safe trail access to

residents living east 0f294. In addition, a side path along Rand Road has been programmed, which will
improve bicycle and pedestrian circulation around Cumberland Park and Community Pool, Chippewa
Middle School, Cumberland Elementary School, and North Elementary School.
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Figure 2.3. Existingi8ycleNetwork, 2017
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DowntownDes Plaineand the Des Plaines River Trail

During a visual preference exercise at the Public Meeting conducted on June 28, 2017, residents voted
for various active transportation improvements in the City, specificlilyntown includingorotected
bikeways, safer crosswalks, and access tdtes PlaineRiverTrail

There are arious opportunitiego help Downtown Des Plaines become an easy destination for bicyclists
and potentially attracting new customers. A safesireet bike roue along Busse Highway would

improve access to the downtown for bicyclists traveling from surrounding suburbs and nearby Chicago
neighborhoods. Other means of facilitating bicycle access to the downtown include the Rand Road
Sidepath Roject, plannedor completion h 2018 whichwill run along the south side of Rand Road
between Central Road and Elk Boulevard. The sidepath is similar to a traditional sidewalk, but will be
built wider to accommodate bicycle travel.

Oneofthe/ A i@ Q& Y2ail GdgobsA IRES pfhkiiy$6(@Des Rlaines Rivarail. The Des
Plaines River Trail is a-Ble recreational multuse trail that follows the course of the Des Plaines River
through part of Cook County and most of Lake County, weaving through sevesdlgoeserves. A

short segment of the trail is an estreet bike lane that runs along Camp Ground Road, while the rest of
GKS GNI Af Qa adzNFI OS & whih fachitated dvalkinkg, m&iRaingbikingO NHza K S R
horseback ding, and cross countrskiing. Access to the trail between the Des Plaines River28#di$

limited, but recently a segment of the partially completed Barring@Witmette Harbor Bikewayas

completed to includeaccessibilityia bike lanes on both sides of Central Road.

Astretch of the trail runs through the eastern section of ttig and connects with the Downtown at
the intersection of Miner Street and South River Road. However, therecdadle challenges to
connecting withthe trail, includnglack of signagdlooding during and after intense rainfalland access
from the Miner Street BridgeAccess from the north sidef the Miner Street Bidgeis only possible by
stairs, which isproblematc for seniors, people in wheelchais,those traveling wittrstrollers Access
from the south sidef the Miner Street Bridgesquiresturning onto Camp Ground Roadith no
sidewalk and either hopping over a road barrier or traveling a significant distésesefFigure 2.4
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Figure 2.4 Access to Des Plain&iver Trail fromMiner Sreet, 2017
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Maine West High School

Plannings needed to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety around Maine West High fehgblS)
located on the 1700 block of Wolf Road. Thajanity of Des Plaines is located withire Maine
Township High School District 20uith Maine West being the only higichool campusvithin its
municipal limits The attendance area fo(WHSdeterminesthe direction and routesf travel for
students attending the schodkince the school is located in southwestner of theattendance area
most of the studentdravelfrom the north, northeast, east, and southeast areas of the City.

Maine West High Schodbes not provide bus service, so students living further than walking distance
rely onpublic transit, drivingor biking.Four Pace bus routes221 (Wolf Road), 226 (@kton Street),

250 (Dempster Street), and 230 (South Des Plainevide service to the high school. hité Routes
230 and250stopdirectly by KS & OK 2 2 f @ha ea& yide Nflthg Quidin@oiftes 221 and 226
stop at the intersection of WoRoadand OaktorStreetwithout sheltersor welkmarked pedestrian
crosswalksSomeparents drop students off at a designated droff zone on Wolf Rogavhich causes a
bottleneckduring school rush hour®akton 8eet, the mostpopularway toaccess thdigh school, is
used by carsdhusesandstudentswalkingor biking. Since the intersectioof Oakton Street and
Fairmont Courtloes not have #&affic signal installed, Des Plainedipe officers direct traf€ every
school day. Tis is necessary givehdt Oakton Streeis a busy arteriabnddesignated aa Class Il truck
route with high volume®f automobile anccommercialvehicle traffic. An additional factor challenging
pedestrian safety arounMWHSIs the number of students with limited driving eeqeencecirculating

the area. Figures 2.5 and 2$how the locations of pedestrian and bicycle crashes, several occurred
aroundMWHS specifically along Oakton Streetncludng a fatal pedestrian crash in front of the high
school.

g
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Caption:MWHS located at the intersection of Oakton Street and Wolf Road faces various pedestrian challenges
including lack of a traffic signal for students crossing Oakton Street.
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Figure 2.5Level of Traffic Stress for Bicyclists in Shared Traffxl6
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Figure 2.6. Bike Crashes, 202014
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Opportunity: Pulse Dempster Line
Pace is currently developing a rapid transit network, named Pulse, designed to provide enhanced bus
service along heavily traveled corridors abarban Chicagoland. One route, the Dempster Line, will

operate through Des Plaines, with service running from the Davis CTA/Metra stop in Evanston and west
Ff2y3 5SYLIAGSNI 0ST2NE LAQG20GAy3 a2dziK G2 hQl I NB Ly

ThePulseDempsterLine isprojected to open in 2020. Currently, the project is undergoing
environmental review though stakeholder outreachdamvironmental and engineering analg. In Des
Plaines, specifiocations for stations are being reviewed at the followintgrsections: Mannheim Road
and Higgins Road, Lee Street and Touhy Avenue, Mannheim Road and Oakton Street, and the Des
Plaines Metra StationThePulseDempster Line will provide improved mobility throutite City ofDes
Plainedo regional transit hubs The Comprehensivédn will work closely with Pac® determine

optimal locations for stations that are easily accessible, environmligm&dponsible, and do not
decrease visibility of local businesses.

Issue: Truck Routes

An additional challenge to improving bicycle and pedestrian safety and access to the downtown is the
presence of several trugbutes that run through the areal'he primary streets that intersect Downtown
Des Plaines Miner Street, Lee Street, and Gracelétteetr are designated truck routes carrying
significant volumes of heavy commercial vehicles right through the heart of Des Plaines, where the City
wants to create an attractive, thriving, walkable, and Hikendly destination for residents and visitors

The Comprehensive Plan process will investigate strategies that strike a balance between pedestrian
safety and truck driver safety along busy and congested roadways.

Caption:Trucks and passengers vehicles approaching the Touhy Avenue and Lein&rsettion.
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Issue: Transportation and Older Adults

The Des Plaines population consists of a sizeable number of residents over the age of 65, with
projections pointing to a community thatill continue to geblder. Various outreach efforthave
identified traveling to and from home for daily heedadrecreationas the primary transportation
challenge faced by older adult$his should be of concern tg regionis alscexperiencingan increase
in temperatures and severe storms, including winter storfaklerly populations, in particular, are more
susceptible to the impacts of extreme heat as well as extreme®tidllinois, extreme heat has led to
the most deaths from a natural disastéollowed by winter storms* Provision of emergency services
(including evacuation assistance) and adequate access to hospitals, heating/cooling facilities, and
nursing homes in the event of severe storms is also critical for older adiiiss Comprehensive Plan
will identify possilte recommendations to improve transit and circulation strategieg will better
support aging in placi light of a changing climate.

Issue: Future Travel Delays and Safety Concerns

Travel delays caused by severe weattweran ongoing challeng®r the City ofDes Plainedncreased

precipitation and winter stormsas a result of a changing climafmse the greatest threats to the safety

and welfare of the community. Severe flooding and winter stormsotaateunsafe driving conditions
aswellasbR3S | yR NRBFR Of 24dzNBad 2AGK | LIINBEAYIPGESt e cn
commuting to work, these disruptions can become an economic burden o@tthand individuals.

I O02NRAYy3 (2 GKS / A (hé Co#ps df Enpihedsidiea theicbsBdf sk teawel timd |y =
due to the closing of the bridges over the Des Plainesri northern Lake County (bed ondriving

distance) equated t§383,000 per dayThisfigureis likely tobe higherfor Des Plainesommuters

particularlyattoR I @ Qa LINA OS & @

Opportunity Major Transportation Projects

9f AAY hQlIFNE 2Sa0SNYy ! 0O0Saa tNr2SOG 069hz21 0
Construction for the EOWA began in 2013 and is slated for completion by 2020. Aimed at improving

0N} 0SSt STFAOASYyOe s LINPEeknR Aigpat, edldcingdiighodal 00Saa G2 hQ
connections, and reducing congestion, the $3.4 billion project includes 17 miles of new roads with 15

new or improved interchanges. The project will also seek to rehabilitate and widen lllinois Route 390,
formerlyl y2 6y | & (GKS 9f3AYy hQl I NB 9ELINB&&AGl 8aAndSEGSYR
0dZAf R | ySg NRBIFRgI & | NRdzy R (198 &d 298 .aTheSphajéct Wil NRSNJ 2 F
provide significant enhancements to the transportation network eg[Plaines, including the new

diverging diamond interchange at EImhurst Road.

3 City of Des Plaines. 28. Hazard Mitigation Plan. See

www.desplaines.org/civicdfilebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=24234

4 Ibid.

SlY2zy3 GKS [/ AiGeQa SYLf28SR NBRaARSYyGa>X Ho LISNOSyid O2yyYdz
commutes, and 10 percent commute to jobs within the City.
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Along with significant capital improvement programs designed to add more departure gates and
increasel nearby hotel capacity, the Chicago Department of Aviation is working on a multimodal facility
and airport transit system expansion. The facility would serve Metra, Pulse, and CTA bus and light rail
service. Included in the development are improvement&dy road and intersections serving the

airport, such aghe intersection ofMannheim Road and Higgins Road

Figure 2.7 Transportationimprovement Projects, 2002018

Fig 6.3 Transportation improvement Projects
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/US-12+%26+IL-72+%26+E+Higgins+Rd,+Des+Plaines,+IL+60018/@41.9982974,-87.8866214,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880fb667e0402a3f:0x26129333246bcfef!8m2!3d41.9982974!4d-87.8844327

Housing plays an integral rdier a community andn the lives ofts residents Abalanced housing

supply helps to ensure that each household has access to assets in Des Plaines and the larger Chicago
region. A mix of housing types are needed to allow residents to age in place and provide homes for
teachers, nurses, ahother members of the community. Understanding the current supply as well as
potential future demand will helghe City ofDes Plaines develop a balanced mix of housing that serve
current and future populations and enhanaggality of life As the popudtion continues to become

more diverse and oldethe Comprehensive Plan process will revieusing optionghat bestreflect

the different household needm Des Plaines

Opportunity: Stable Housing Market

Des Plaines has a strong traditiof home owneship. Nearly 80 percemif all occupied units are
owner-occupied, more than 20 percent higher than the figure for Cook County. Additionally, Des Plaines
enjoys a low vacancy rate. At just 4.6 percent, Des Plaines vacancy rate is less than halbthat of b

Cook County and the region.

A strong majority of homeowners in Des Plaines are aged 45 or older. Of the 17,905coaugied

units in the community, 43.3 percent belong to homeowners between ages 45 and 64, with another
29.9% units owned by resideraged 65 and older. Home ownership is strong among residents aged
between 25 and 44 as well, as 4,747 members of this age cohort own homes, compared to 1,925 who
rent. The only age group that prefers to rent are those younger than 25. 205 residentstbadge of

25 choose to live in rental units, comparedjust 56 who own their homes.

Current Market

With 0.5 foreclosurdilingd LJISNJ mnn NBAARSYOGALFE LI NOSft&a& Ay HAamcZ
and comparable to surrounding markets. Thegaries for Des Plaines and its surrounding suburbs are

some of the lowest foreclosure rates in the last 10 years.

Table 3.1 Foreclosures per 100 Residential Par¢c@8052016

4.0
3.5
3.0
2.5
2.0
15
1.0
0.5
0.0

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

== «» o Des Plaines Mount Prospect Rosemont Park Ridge

Arlington Heightg==== Prospect Heighte===— Cook County

Region

Source Institute for Housing Studies at DePaul University, 20056
*Region includes lllinois counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will.
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Similar to trends in foreclosures, sales activity in Des Plaines tends to be slightly better than the Cook
County average and comparable to nearby markets. As of 201&|Biases averaged 4.8 sales per 100
residential parcels compared to 4.3 sales per 100 residential parcels in Cook County.

Table3.2. Sales per 100 Residential Par¢c&l8052016

9.0
8.0
7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

e «» o Des Plaines Mount Prospect Rosemont Park Ridge

Arlington Heightg==== Prospect Heighte===— Cook County Region

Source Institute for Housing Studies at DePaul University, 20056
*Regon includes lllinois counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will.

The majority of residential sales in Des Plaines are sfagldy homes as roughly 700 units were sold in
2016. Condominiums account for the secdarfjest portion of salesyith over 300 units sold in 2016.
Total sales topped 800 units each year between 2012 and 2016, consistently higher than the 600 or
fewer units sold between 2008 and 2011.

Table3.3. Des Plaines Home Sales Actiyilp052016
1600
1400 —
1200
1000 B |

800

600 | e —
40

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

oS o o

Year

m Single-Family m Condo m2-4 Unit Building ® 5+ Unit Building

Source Institute for Housng Studies at DePaul University, 221516
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SingleFamily home prices are trending upward in the Des Plaines/Park Ridge submarket*, mirroring
patterns in neighboring municipalities. Des Plaines homeegalu2016 Q3 sold for over 150 perceft
their 200 Q1 value, showing a continued recovery from the housing market crash of 2008.

Table3.4. SingleFamily Home Sales Price Inde20062016
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O O O O O OO0 000 0000000000000 0 000000000 oo
N N AN AN NN AN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NNNNNNNN
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Source Institute for Housing Studies at DePaul University, 22006
*Statistical geographies are public usécrodata areas from the US Census Bureau
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Issue: Housing Affordability

Household Income

Household income figures show a strong middle class in the city as Des Plaines has more households in
the middle income brackets than the rest of thegion, maiy of which are owneoccupied. More than

20 percent of Des Plaines households dassthan $35,000 annually. While this figure is slightly less

than the regional average, it still represents a significant number oiffcame households.

Tale 3.5. Household Income by Tenur20162014
25%
20%
15%
10% -

5% -

0% -

CMAP Region Renter-occupie

m CMAP Region Owner-occupie

Des Plaines Renter-occupied

m Des Plaines Owner-occupied

Source American Community Survey, 262014

Affordability

Costburdened households are defined as those spending more than 30 percent of their monthly income
on housing costs, whereas severely burdehedseholds are defined as those spending more than 50
percent of their monthly income on housing tes As of 2014, an estimated BBrcent of homeowners

were costburdened. 15 percent of those are considered to be severely burdened. Figures for Des
Planes are slightly less than figures for the overall region, though regional cost burden figures remained
stagnant between 2009 and 2014, while figures for Des Plaines have decreased.

Table3.6. OwnerOccupied Housing Cost Burden

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
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0%

Owners 2014 50%-+ of income

m Owners 2014 30% - 50% of incom

Owners 2009 50%+ of income

m Owners 2009 30% - 50% of incom

Des CMAP
Plaines Region

Source American Community Survey 2608 and 201a14.
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Table3.7. RenterOccupied Housing Cost Burden

60%
50%
40% ] Renters 2014 50%+ of income
30% ] m Renters 2014 30% - 50% of incom
20% Renters 2009 50%-+ of income
0,
10% ® Renters 2009 30% - 50% of incom
0% T
Des CMAP
Plaines Region

Source: American Community Survey 20@5and 201614,

Renteroccupied households in Des Plaines are more likely to be cost burdened than-osaugied

units, nearly 50 percent of renters were cost burdened in 2014, and more than half severely burdened.
Similar to ownefoccupied units, these figures are lower than a regional average that has surpassed 50
percent. Moreover, renter cost burden dropped beten 2009 and 2014 while regional figures rose
slightly during that time frame.

Rental housing affordability varies greatly between census tracts in Des Plaines. The Illinois Housing
Development Authority (IHDA) provides a data mapping tool to highlighpercent of housing units in
lllinois census tracts that are considered affordable. This tool defines affordable rental units as those
that require 30 percent of monthly income or less for a household earning 60 percent of the area
median income for agimily of four. While many tracts in Des Plaines have more than 50 percent
affordable rental units, there are a number of tracts containing 20 percent affordable units or less,
these tracts are located south of Rand Road and mostly along the Des Plaares R
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Map 3.1. Affordable Rental Units by Census Tra2015
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IHDA also provides an Affordability Risk Index, designed to highlight tracts that are in danger of
becoming unaffordable by analyzing charayer time of median household income, median home

value, poverty level, housing vacancy, renter tenancy, and individuals witfeardlegree or higher.

Using this scoring criteria from 2015, a number of tracts in Des Plaines show levels of affgndskilit
These higherisk tracts are concentrated toward the city center along Des Plaines River Road and Golf
Road, as well as a coupletddcts in the northernmost point of the city along Central Road.
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Map 3.2. Affordability Risk Areas by Census Tr&15
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Additional Challenges to Affordability

A uniguehousingchallenge Des Plaines fadeshecost associated withtorm-relatedevents. Certain
homes in Des Plaines are susceptibléheseevents and require purchasing flood insuranicecertain
areas, home owners catonsiderFEMA buyoutdt is estimated that the average cost of damages
associated witha single flood evefiis equivalent to 6.5 percentf the value of the building.Bagd on
the cA (i Bo@sing stock located in the floodplain, the total estimated property damage within Des
Plaines is $57,468,4%50Areas that repeatedlgxperience these eventwe also impacted by the social
costs associated with structural degradatiordadepreciating property values.

Since 1978, the number of NFIP claims and repetitivé pwsperties has been on the rise. There were

46 repetitive loss properties identified in 2002, which increased in 268 properties in 2013. The City has
identified 16 epetitive loss property areas that have been used to prioritize stormwater management

FYR YAGATIIGAZ2Y LINRP2SOGas adzOK Fa LI NIGAOALI GAYy3 Ay
property acquisition progranMore detailsare provided later, in the stonwater management section

of this report While this program is meant to provide lotegym affordability, it relies on homeowners

and families to voluntarily leave their homes. The matkaitie compensation provided for the buyout

of the home may not addputo or account for the inherent social valtieat a family mayassociate with

ahome.

Similarly, FEMA paid 971 NFIP insurance claims ($17,750,604 in total) between 1978 and 2008, nearly all
of which wereassociated wittsingle family homeslhe FederaEmergency Management Agency

(FEMA), which administers the NFIP, currently owes the U.S. Treasury $23 billion in back payments for
funds spent on disaster recovery, including NFIP pay8umsthe past, the NFIP has been an effective

tool for financial asstance andstorm-relatedrecovery, but as flooding becomes more frequent,

especially in coastal regions, the program may become a less reliable source of relief within

northeastern lllinois, forcing local governments to take a more active rol@mwater mitigation and
recovery.

6 Cost estimates are based on a flood mvehat has a 21L0% chance of occurring with within a year, i.e. ath0

50-year flood event.

7 City of Des Plaines. 2013. Hazard Mitigation Plan. See
www.desplaines.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=24234

8 Ibid.

° Repetitive loss properties are those that have received at least two flood insurance claim payments for at least

$1,000 each since 29178.

0 d{d® D2PSNYYSyid ! O02dzyiltoAfAlGe hFTFAOST ablGAz2zylt Cft22I1
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/R44593. pdf
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Opportunity: Diversifying Housing Stock

Approximately 60 percent of housing unitsDes Plaineare singlefamily homes, which is slighthigh
compared tathe region as a whole. The vast majority of sifglaily homes, in both Des Plaines and
the region, are ownepccupied. However, Des Plaines does have a sizeable amount ofizulily
housingin whichmore than halfare owneroccupied, a contrast frorthe broaderregionwhere most

areoccupied by renters. Moreover, Des Plaines tends to have a smaller percentage of townhomes than

the CMAP region, though townhomes account for less than 10 percent of occupied units in both

geographies.

Recent Developmest

Since 2005 there have been a number developmeéntik in Des Plaines, including seven significant

housing developments. Of those developments, the majority of units added to the Des Plaines market

have been attached singfamily units, though a numbeaf multi-family units have been concentrated

downtown.

Map 3.3. Recent Developments in Des Plaines
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Maintaining Affordable Housing Stock

A number of resources are available to assist efforts that maintain housing affordability in the midst of

55a tflFAySaQ NBO2@SNAyYy3a K2dzaAy3d YIFENJ SO !'a |y Syi
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds annually. In 201 RlBiess received roughly $277,000.00 in

CDBG funding to be put towards community priorities established by City officials. These priorities,

listed below, provide Des Plaines with both resources and flexibility in providing and maintaining

affordable howsing units.

Priorities for Community Development Block Grant Funding
1) Make Housing affordable, accessible, & sustainable
2) Assistance to limited clientele
3) Assistance to homeless and those at risk of homelessness
4) Improve public facilities
5) Improve public infratructure
6) Planning and administration

Regional Housing Solutions Submarket Clusters

Developed from a partnership including CMAP, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, Metropolitan Planning
Council and the Institute for Housing Studies at DePaul UniversitiReb@mnal Housing Solutions study

is designed to identify the geography and characteristics of eight distinct subregional housing markets
across northeastern lllinois. Strategies for submarket classification were developed from the results of
outreach andliscussion with housing developers, nonprofit partners, realtors, financial instity&owls
municipal staff. Each submarket is determined by analyzing housing stock and affordability, housing
market activity, resident demographics, and socioeconomicatdrs.

Map 3.4. Cook County Submarket Clusters
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Usingthe Regional Housing Solutions analysis, Des Plaines includes submarkets 3, 4, 5, and 8. The vast
majority of the downtown area is in submarket 8. Key statistics of submarket 8 include:

1 Lowerdensity housing largely built after 1980

1 Mostly owneroccupied

1 Population growing, most notably among seniors
1 Middle to upper income families

1 High transportation costs

Additionally, thestudyidentifies three issues associated with submarken8ludingaccessibility and
visibility, attracting younger families, and the need for more diverse housing options.

Map 3.5. Des Plaines Submarket Clusters
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DIVERSITY & IMMIGRATION

Through various outreach effortBes Plainegesidentshave shared their prideni KS OA (& Qad RAGSN
The City is home to various ethnic businessasal religious establishmentsnd regionallysignificant

institutions such as the revereshrine of Our Lady of Guadalupgs the City becomes moréveérse

with a growing Asiarl,&ino, and Eastern Europeagiopulation, the Comprehensive Plan process will be

used to further discuss the opportunity to better support, integrate, and celebrate the diverse

populations that makelzLJ (i K Social fafirié. Q &

Opportunity: Integrate Immigrarframilies

Immigration drives population growth

Immigration from foreign countrielas historicallhave been pivotaf 2 NJ { Kp&pulatidnig@®dvati
Originally theDes Plaines Rivé&falleywas occupiedy the Potawatomi, Ottawa, and Chippewa Indians
until the arrival of the first settlers during the second quarter of ftf8¥ century.As anearlyrailroad

town outsidethe City ofChicago, the suburb attracted German immigrants seeking economic and
political freedombetweenthe 1840sand 1850stherebydoubling the populatiorto 8,798 by 1930 By
1990,the number offoreignborn residents irDes Plaines outpaced both Coaku@ty and theChicago
region and now composgover 31 percentof the total population(figure 4.1)

Figured.1. Percentage ofdfeign-Born Residents, 1972015

35%

30% 31%
25%

22%

20% wee® - 20%
15%
5%
0%

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2015
== Chicago Region Cook County Des Plaines

Source U.S. Census 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, andZmg American Community Survey

1 Perry, M. E. (2017, August 1Bes Plaines, IRetrieved from Encyclopedia of Chicago:
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/376.html
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Tracing the influx of immigrants by country of origin reveals that immigration from European countries
dominated betweerthe 1960sand 198@. Immigration from Mexico gained momentum in the late

1970s and continued to rise rapidiyitimatelyoccupyngthe top country of origin for foreigiorn
individuals irDes Plaines since 1990 (figure §.2

Additionally, there vasa significantrise in immigration fronthe Philippines since the 19908hich
along with India and Koreaow composehe majority of the Asianpopulation that hasmmigrated to
Des Plainem the most recentiecade. Notable numbers ofimmigrants have also hailefdom the
eastern European countries of Romania and Bulgaria 2ibge

Figure4.2. Top 5 Countries of Origin for Foreidgdorn Residents of Des Plaines, 12015

Rank 1970 Rank 1980 Rank 1990
1 Germany (17%) 1 Germany (11%) 1 Mexico (17%)
2 United Kingdom (10%) 2 Mexico (8%) 2 Poland (11%)
3 Italy (10%) 3 Italy (8%) 3 India (9%)
4 Poland (9%) 4 Greece (8%) 4 Italy (9%)
5 Canada (7%) 5 Poland (7%) 5 Greece (8%)
Rank 2000 Rank 2010 Rank 2015
1 Mexico (29%) 1 Mexico (22%) 1 Mexico (21%)
2 Poland (19%) 2 Poland (18%) 2 Poland (17%)
3 India (11%) 3 India (13%) 3 India (16%)
4 Philippines (5%) 4 Philippines (7%) 4 Philippines (9%)
5 Italy (4%) 5 Romania (4%) 5 Bulgaria (3%)

Source U.S. Census 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, andZBlAmerican Communi§urvey

Figure 4.3 Time of Entry and Birthplace of Foreigorn Population
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Source U.S. Census 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, andZiiis American Community Survey
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The number of foreigiborn residents in the City of Des Plaines is not uncommothéoregion.
Suburbs and unincorporated areas surrounding Des Pla@eshigh concentratios of foreignborn
residents,including the suburbs dflount Prospect, Rosemont, Prospect Heights, and the
unincorporated areatocated to theeast of Des Plaines.

Table4.1. ForeignBorn Population in Des Plags and Surrounding Communities

Municipality Population  Foreign Born Percent

Population  Foreign Born
Park Ridge 37,608 5,556 15%
Arlington Heights 75,802 13,618 18%
Elk Grove Village 33,333 6,467 19%
Glenview 45,969 10,157 22%
Des Plaines 58,930 17,833 30%
Mount Prospect 54,710 17,211 31%
Rosemont 4,305 1,412 33%
Prospect Heights 16,370 6,564 40%
Wheeling 37,982 15,669 41%
Unincorporated area east of Des Plain 36,419 18,901 52%

Source 20112015 American Community Survey

Existingmmigrant Services

The vast cultural and ethnic diversity of Des Plaines presents an opportunity to beltiqwpecreased
economic growthand social prosperity. This involves yiding added opportunities to adequately
integrate immigrants into the City and support local immigrantned businesses.

There are a couple of organizations in and arotiredCity ofDes Plaines that provide services to

immigrant families. Maryville Academa local nonprofit located along Central Ropiyvides shelter

and other supportive services to children who immigratedhe United Statesvithout their parents.

Oakon Communiy College (OCC)dedicated to supporting the undocumented commurtityough

various efforts within and outside the college campus. Oaktorks with DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals) studenterougha program called Educational Access Createpe (EACHBoth
institutions, OCC and Maryvill@lsoprovide ESL (English as Second Language) classes to Hispanic/Latino
immigrantsin the City and regian

The Shrine of Our Lady of Gladupe, also located on Central Ropthvides a networking aredor
newly-arrivedimmigrantsand connects them to needed servic&eligious institutions such as St.

%l OKI NEQ&a yR {d® tldZ /K2y3Allaly3a FINB 2F04Sy |da 0
With the presence of numerousiltural andreligious institutions and local neprofits in Des Plaines,

there isan opportunity to produce a stronger partnership with the City to effectively deliver ressurc

provide services, support, and celebraie diverseimmigrant community.

While thelisted faciities are of great valugit has proven difficult to make recent immigraraware of
availableservicesand their location A survey of 200 participants conducted by Maryville Academy
concluded that few respondents participated in human services prograavgever, the interest in
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participation was high. The most requested services included ESL classes, access to healthcare,
parenting classes, technology classes, and immigrant rights present&tions.

A couple of neighboring communities offesources on thie municipal websites for newrrivalswith
directorieslistingkeyservices or relevant events. For example, the Village of Skokie developed an

Immigrant Services Directory in 2008 that provides information for immigrant residéntsile the

Vilageof M f Sa K2aida S@Syda adzOK | a3z aVYy2TheDesPhiahtds wA I K & ¢
Comprehensive Plan process will work to further discussions regarding the creation, dissemaration,
collaboration neededo providesupportive services to immignaresidentsand families

Opportunity: Support Immigrar®wned Businesses

The City of Des Plaines is rich in diversity not only in its ptipalbut in its local economy. Many
immigrantowned establishments (businesses anstitutions) are primarily @ancentrated along Oakton
Street, Lee Street and Mannheim StreEhe assortment of §ablshments include restaurants and
cateringservices, grocery storeauto sales and repairbeautysalons, and locgdharmacies.The ethnic
makeup of theestablishmentwary, includingBulgarian, Balkan, Indian, Polish, Thai, Viethamese,
Chinese, Greek, Mexican, Puerto Rican and Salvadmr@nessesThe Comprehensive Plan process
will explore manners in which the City can collaborate with local entsigsh as the Chambef
Commerceto identify the uniqgue needof immigrantowned businesseand better supporits owners.

Additionally, e availabilityof educational materials ostormwater mitigation and prevention

measures as wedls disaster redif should be provided imultiple language$o ensure that these

businesescan continue to thrivén the face of extreme floodingWhile Des Plaines continues to

experience the effects of a changing climate, it will be important that business owhdlis

backgroundsare aware of the threats and potential impacts of increasing trends in precipitation and

heavy storm eventsFEMA statistics show that 4D percent of small businesses never reopen after

being impacted by a natural disastersuch as a maj flood or damages caused by severe summer or
winterstorms{ A YAt I NJ 42 (GKS /AleéQad Kz2dzaAy3a aid201= Al Aa
caused by a single flood evénis equivalent to 6.5 percemf the value of the building? Based on the
AdeQad O2YYSNDAFE LINPLISNIASE f20F SR AgfsushkaB Tt 22RL
event would be$12,759,5007

2 Maryville. (September 2015%erving the Needs of the Latino Population in the Northwest Suburbs: Challenges
and Opportunities. Survey ResulBes Plaines.

BVillage of Skokie. (2017, August 13kman Servicedmmigrant ServicesRetrieved from
http://www.skokie.org/ImmigrantServices.cfm

14FEMA, Make Your Business Redilidgiéps://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/assets/images/116921
15 Cost estimates are based on a flood event that hasl@% chance of occurring with within a year, i.e. atd0
50yearflood event.

By AGe 2F 58Sa tflAySaz al FTFENR aAdGAalk GA2Yy tflyé HnAnmcZ
http://www.desplaines.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=24234
17 bid.
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IssueDes Plaines is susceptible to multiple types of flooding

While flooding is a natural process, development ahdngingprecipitation patterns havalteredthe

way water flows through the landscape. The reasons behind flooding can be quite complex and are the
result of a combination of factors, including flat tgraphy and saturated soils, stronger, more frequent
storms, habitat loss and development in floptbne areas. Parts des Plaineexperience flooding

when waters overflow thdanks of the Des Plaines River and other streams within the @rgsiis

comnonly referred to as riverine flooding. In addition, parts of the community also experience urban
flooding, which occurs when rainfall overwhelms the capacity of the drainage systems, such as storm
sewers or drainage ditches. Urban ftiog can result in war poolingin streets and yards, basement
flooding, and basement baakps. Unique strategies are necessary to reduce dasigs both types

of flooding.

Riverine Flooding

In the City ofDes Plainegortions of the community were established in Kyingareas adjacent tthe

Des Plaines River, Farmers Creek, Feehanville Ditch, Higgins Creek, Weller Creek, and Willow Creek
Hoodplains are areaadjacent to bodie®f waterthat are intermittently saturated with floodwateThe

regulatory floodplain, commay known as thd percent annual chance floodplaim 100year

floodplain, originates from federal regulation of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

and the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRMure5.1). Within Des Plaines, the FIRM depicts énea

anticipated to flood when approximately 7.5 inches of rain falls within-ad4 period.Flooding within

5S5a tflFrAySaQ m LISNOSyld Fyydzt OKFIyOS FTit28meX Ay Y
Metropolitan Water ReclamationDistrict (MWRD)as also studie8 S a t fegulatgri flodplain

area and has delineated inundation areas that are anticip&tetbod for different sized storm events.

The inundation boundaries are roughly the same as the regulatory floodplain boundariespwié

At A3AK(G RATFTFSNBYyOSa If2y3a 2Aftt26 [/ NBS]T YySIFENI hQl I NB
the Des Plaines River floodplain.

Development has occurrad the floodway, which is a portion of the floodplain where water flows

during a flmding event and, therefore, is considered most vulnerabldamagesFor this reason, new
development is generally not allowed in the floodway in northeastern lllinois due to safety concerns as
well as hydrological impacts on other propertié$Vhile muchof the Des Plaines River floodplain is
composed of Cook County Forest Preserve District lands, portions of the Des Plaines River floodplain
along River Road and Rand Road have been developed. The floodplains of Willow Creek and Wellers

18 |llinois State Water Survey. State Climatologist Office for lllinois. Rainfall Trends in Northeast lllinois. See
http://www.isws.illinois.edu/atmos/stateti/climate-change/NHL-trends/rainfall.htm

¥ llinois Administrative Code. Section 3708 Floodway Construction in Northeastern lllinois. See
ftp://www.ilga.gov/JCAR/AdminCode/0171G03708sections.html
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Creek also contaihomes and businesse6.K S / A& Q& wWnamo | I TFNR aAdA3IlrdAaz
structures in the floodplain and 16 repetitively flooded areas within theZity.

Fgure 5.1also displays the 50@ear floodplain, which has a 0.2 percatitance of occuing in any given

year. While the odds are more remote, it is the national standard used for protecting critical facilities,

such as hospital3.he City also identified critical facilities, which are facilities that are vital to public

safetyand disastela Ll2yaS 2NJ O2dz R ONBIFGS &dSO2yRIFINE LINRoOfSY
Threat Assessment Plan. While not published for security reasons, these could include fire and police

stations, nursing homes, and other similar structures.

Figure5.1. DesPlaines Floodplain Map, 2015
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Urban Flooding

Unlike riverine flooding, urban flooding is more directly related to specific site conditions, such as
topography,impervious cover, drainage capacity, hydric sagswell as building and foundation
condition.Urban flooding happens for multiple reasons, but one of them is stormwater and sewer
systems becoming overwhelmed by runoff generated from nearby properties. MUgksoPlainewas

built and designed beforthe adoption ofmodern stormwater management standards. Therefore, many
residential properties were developed within depressions in the landscape or on hydric soils that may
result in the pooling of rainwater in backyards and basemdhtsuilt today, moden development
standards would have required development to retain the initial stormwater runoff produced by a storm
event on site (also known as the first flush), as aslinstallatiorof infrastructure that hold backs and
conveys stormwater at sloweates.

The City of Des Plaines maintains three types of local seygamsitary, storm, and combined sewers
Combined sewersollect both sanitary and stormwater in the same pipbere are four combined

sewer area clustefsthroughout the city thatare mae susceptible to basement flooding from backups:
the northernmost area is approximately one square mile bound by S. Mt. ProspadtRand Bad,

and Wellers Creek; the western most area is approximaeéyhalfsquare milehat is bound by W.
Dempster 8eet, W. Algonquin Road, and S. Mount Prospect Rtrsdsouthernmost area is
approximately 1.5 scare miles bound by E. Oakton Street, S Des Plaines River Road, and Howard Street
the largest area is approximately 6.6 square miles located between Redd 8 Des Plaines River

Road, E Algonquindad, and S. Mt. Prospecbld. Thesecombined seweareas, along withthé A (G & Q &
local sanitarysewers then feed into the sukregional combined sewer system maintained by MWRD,
where wastewater is eventually taged at their Kirie or Stickney Water Reclamation Plants.

Unlike riverine floodingwhere problem areas are identified through FEMA floodplain mapping efforts,

urban flooding locations are less widely knov@MAP hasglevelopedan approach to identify whit

areas of a community could be more susceptible to floodimghen inform land use and transportation
decisioamaking. CMAP witlza S (G KA & | LILINRBI OKEZ O2YO0AYSR 6A0GK I RRAU
Hazard Mitigation Plan and most recent Stormwatersi#a Plan, to identify areas of the community in

need of further mitigation activities.

Increasing trends in precipitation

The Chicagoland region has been experiencing in increase in precipitation and heavy storm events as
regional temperatures rise fromlimate change. Air whiiin the atmosphere can holdpkercent more

water vapor with each degree Fahrenheit of temperature incréd3de Midwest has warmed by two
degrees since 2000, and the amount of precipitation fallingery heavy storm events has ircreased

by 37 percenbetween 1958 and 2012. At a more local level, precipitation around the City of Des Plaines
has increased by approximately five inches since the last late $950s.

21 Clustersare approximate areas with a high concentration of combined sewers.

22|llinois Department of Natural Re2 dzZNOSas HnampX a! NBly Ct22RAy3 ! g NBySaa
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/documents/final _ufaa_report.pdf

BY+ SNE KSIF @& a2 Ndthe kedviesf fivadRall dally eleBtE A Yy SR |

24llinois State Water Survey. State Climatologist Office for lllinois. Rainfall Trends in Northeast lllinois. See
http://www.isws.illinois.edu/atmos/statecli/climatechange/NHL-trends/rainfall.htm
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Des Plaines receivepproximately 37 inches of rain on average, oraanual basis. The months of May
through August typically receive the greatest amount of precipitation, with August receiving the most at
an average of 4.9 inche8Between 1961 and 200@ 1Gyear storm produced an average of 4.29

inches of precipitatiomver 24hours, and a 10§ear storm produced 6.80 inches of precipitation over
24-hours. By mietentury, Des Plaines is projected to experience 5.26 inches frorryaatp24hour

storm and 8.06 inches from a 1Q@ar, 24hour storm?®2’ Another way to loolat this is the number of

days in which the amount of precipitation is one inch or greater; this is a commonly used indicator to
YSI adz2NB | fadfiskdntdyiDe<Piaines experiences approximately eight days in which
precipitation is at or abovene inch. By the midentury,Des Plaines iprojectedto experiencebetween
nineandeleven dayg&2°

Recent flooding events

Des Plainescently recoveredrom the stormrelatedevents that occurred in July 2017, when the Des
Plaines River reached its fourth highest crest on reeddd.88 feet®® Major flood stage at this location

is reached when waters rise to 19 feéh May 2013, President Obama declared that a major disaste
(DR4116) occurred from the severe storms, straidjhe winds, and flooding experienced from April 16

to May 5, 2013 in lllinois, including Cook County. Heavy rainfall fell on April 17 and 18, resulting in urban
and riverine flooding. The weather gaugkthe Des Plaines station recorded a totaPd8inchesover

a 17day period (5 days preceding and 11 days following the ApdBl&vent)*! which is devel of

rainfall that is anticipated to fall only once every 40 yedistense storms like this can result in more
flooding as the soileecome completely saturateand sewers quickly reach capacity. In additiors thi

storm hit the region after avet April, which meant the region was at a highisk of flooding due to

already saturated soils, full detention ponds, and higher water levels of rivers and stréamfes

Plaines River U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) stream gaging station near Des Plaines recorded its highest

25NOAA National Climatic Data Center, Official 298imn / € AYF GS b2NXIFf & FT2NJ / KAOK 32
http://www.isws.illinois.edu/atmos/statecli/newnormals/normals.USW00094846.txt

26 Momcilo Markus, James R. Angel, Gregory J. Byard, Chen Zhang, Zoe Zaloudaky and S

McConkeyCommunicating the Impacts of Potential Future Climate Change on the Expected Frequency of Extreme
Rainfall Events in Cook County, lllintimois State Water Survey, 2016.

27Based on the A1B IPCC climate scenariosh®e®//ipcc.ch/pdf/speciatreports/spm/sresen.pdf

281.S. Climate Resilience Totlkilimate Explorer. Séwtps://toolkit.climate.gov/climate
explorer2/location.php?county=Cook+County&city=Des%20Plaines,%20IL&fips=17031&lat=42.03336229999999&/|
on=87.88339910000002

22Based on lowr and higler emission scenariassedby NOAA US Climate Resilience Taoldimate ExplorerSee

definitionsand FAQfor more information https://toolkit.climate.gov/climateexplbrer2/definitions.php

0blFdA2yFf 2SFGKSNI { SNBPBAOSS d&! ROFYOSR |1 @RNRft23IA0 t NBRAO
tfFAySazréd KOGGLIYkkSlF GSNWPGgSEGKSNPI2PKk KLJAHK K@ RNR INJ LIK LK |
MW p{ d I NYeé /2NlJa 2F 9y3IAYSSNAI at2ad Cft22R {dzNBSe& wSLR?
Ct22RAYy3IZ¢ ! LINRE wHamT X
http://www.lIrc.usace.army.mil/Portals/36/docs/projects/April%202013%20Flood%20Report/April%202013%20Po
st%20Fl00d%20Survey%20Report FINAL_APRIL2017.pdf

32 Masters, Jeff. Extreme Drought to Extreme Flood: Weather Whiplétsithe Midwest. April 19, 2013. See
www.wunderground.com/blog/JeffMasters/comment.html?entrynum=2389
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level event on record with 20.92 feétThis height waseached approximately 40 hours after the
middle of the storm event (April 17 at 10 p).

After the storm,FEMACook Countyandthe City of Des Plaine®nducteda needs assessment to
understand the damages by the storfFEMA recovery teams visited 1,98&@mes and businesses in Des
Plaines that were affected by the floodifgTable 51 summarizes the payments made to residents in
the city as a result of the April 2013 storm from three federal prograriational Flood Insurance
Program, Individual Assisice grants, and Small Businéghninistration disaster loan$.In 2015 the
lllinois Department ofNatural Resources (IDNRpnducted a study of the cost and prevalence of urban
floodingin the stateand found that 90 percent of damage claifmsm 2007 to2014were for locations
outside of the mapped 10@ear floodplain, highlighting the prevalence of urban flooding that octurs.
Given that private insurance claims are not accounteddond some residents and businesses may not
have filed a claim or beesware of assistance progranides Plainesesidents likely experience
additional damages beyond the $13rbllion documented in paymestfor the April 2013 event.

Table 5.1: Documented damages in Des Plaines from NFIP, Individual Assistance, and SBA
Disaster Loans for the April 2013 floods (DR-4116).

Number of Paid Claim: Payments

NFIP 325 $11,278,041
Individual Assistance Grants 444 $1,424,246
SBA Disaster Loans n/a $841,400

Source:FEMA, 2016

Opportunity: Existing Capital Improvement Programs
While the City of Des Plaines continues to encounter flooding and associated damages, the community
has taken action to reduce flooding damages and prepare for future events. This experience and

Bpl GA2yFE 2SFEGEKSNI { SNIBAOSI dck RAWSFGIDERPlaings RidER Gadga he@ DesNB RA O
tfFAySazréd KOGGLIYkkolF GSNWPGgSHGKSNPI2POKkF KLJAHK K@ RNR INJ LK ¢ LIK |
¥Lp{d I N¥e [/ 2NlJA 2F 9y3IAYSSNARI at2aid Cf22R { dzNBSe wSLR!
Ct22RAYy3IZ¢ ! LINRE wamT X
http://www.Irc.usace.army.mil/Portals/36/docs/projects/April%202013%20Flood%20Report/April%20220Bo
st%20FI00d%20Survey%20Report FINAL_APRIL2017.pdf

35 City of Des Plaines. 2013. Hazard Mitigation Plan. See
www.desplaines.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=24234

3¢Individual Assistance and SBA Disaster Loan totals are given for all ziphedgestially intersect the study

area and represent an overestimate of damages experience directly within the unincorporated areas of Maine and
Northfield Townships.

%7state of lllinois Department of Natural Resources. 2015. Report for the Urban Flooding Awareness Act.
Prevalence and Cost, p.8. Seew.dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResoues/Documents/Final UFAA_Report.pdf
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commitmentsets the stage for further improvements and ultimately a reduction in flooding damages.

As a result of plans and studies conducted by the City as well as MWRD and the United States Army

Corps of Engineers (USACE), a numbeagpifal projects have been are being completed to address

flooding issues. In addition, the City and partners have launched educational argheostprograms to

help residents and businesses reduce their risk of flooding damégésS / A& | f &2 LI NI AOA
National Flod Insurance Program (NFIP) and the Community Rating System (CRS), which provides

insurance premium discounts for residents in communities that go beyond the minimum floodplain
management requirements. The following summary identifies the main capital lmgplggmmatic

projects underway in Des Plaines.

Recent plans

Plamingto address stormwater management and floodie@n essential step in understanding the

issues and identifying potential solutions. The City has either conducted or been engaged withex nu

of studies in recent years to address flooding concenmudiidingthe 2003 Des Plaines Comprehensive
Sormwater Management Master Plagp11 MWRD Detailed Watershed Pfanthe Lower Des Plaines
River;2013 Deglaines Hazard Mitigation Pla2)15 LBACE Upper Bé°laines River and Tributaries;

2016 Des Plaines River Communities Green Infrastreidflapping Projectand thelllinois and

Wisconsin Integrated Feasibility Report and Environmental AssessatEg.All of theseplanning

efforts identified key capital improvement projects that could address stormwater and flooding issues in
the city. The scope and extent of the planning efforts are descrihefppendix D.1.

Capital Projects

From the plans and studies developed over the years, severaatppjects have been completed and
several more have been idefied for future work. Figure5.2and 5.3 highlighboth, recently

completed and proposed projects. The City of Des Plaines now requires all alley reconstruction to be
done with permeable pgzement. When a combined sewer street undergoes construction, the City would
like to add separate storm sewers to combined sewers stréets.
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(HMGP) that has beereviewing applications from Des Plaines, Glenview, Glenwood, and River Forest.

FEMA began acquiring (buying out) homes in 2016, but the City has found it to be a difficult sell. The

program requires voluntary applications, and homeowvswiten refuseto leave despite being offered

market valuefor their homes. The City should continue to apply for mitigation grant funding through

available IEMA and FEMA for floodplain mitigation and other types of hazards (e.g., severe storms and
tornadoes) where projestare cost beneficial and help homeowners understand the economic and

social advantagesf participation.

38 City of Des Plaines, 2007. CSO Operations & Maintenance Plan,
http://www.desplaines.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BloblD=24211
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Figure 52: Recently Completeapital Projects Designed to Reduce Flood Damage
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